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Bala Falls

· Invitations sent to:

ƁFederal MP,  Tony Clement and Provincial MPP, Norm Miller

ƁChief Blaine Commandant

ƁAll Municipal and District Councilors & all declared Township electoral 
candidates 

ƁChamber of Commerce, Muskoka Lakes Association, Muskoka Rate Payers

ƁDeveloperñSwift River Energy

· In attendance today: 

ƁTownship of Muskoka Lakes
¶Karen Ellis, Mayor

¶Walt Schmid, Chief Administrative Officer

¶Mary Grady, District Councilor

¶ Liz Denyar, Ward B Councilor

¶Dianne Davidson, Ward A Councilor

ƁElectoral Candidates
¶DonaldaKruckel, Jeff Mole, Philip Gearing, Phil Harding



Bala Falls

Community Support
·Thank you

ƁUnprecedented number of excellent elevation 

requests

¶Typical file has 2 or 3--ours has well over 100 and counting

¶You can still write in!

ƁWe are making a difference

·òStop the Hydro Plant ó signs

ƁShow broad support

ƁGet yours today

ƁMust be on private property



Bala Falls

Agenda

·Project Update

ƁWalt Schmid, CAO, Township of Muskoka Lakes

ƁMitchell Shnier, Save the Bala Falls

ƁSandy Currie, President, Moon River Property 

Owners Association

·Process ðHow do we get to a NO?

ƁAlice Murphy



Township Update on North 

Bala Small Hydro Project



Key Issues of Township

ƁLegal Opinion

ƁPublic Safety

ƁProtection of Property

ƁImpact on Balaôs Economy



Extracts of Legal Opinion from 

BurgarRowe re Green Energy Act

·Removes decision making into renewable energy 

projects from the municipal level of government

·Very unlikely that a municipality could prevent a green 

energy project from proceeding if it is likely to obtain EPA 

approval.  

·Can appeal only on grounds that it will cause ñserious 

harm to human healthò or  ñserious and irreversible harm 

to plant life, animal life or the natural environmentò with  

the burden of proof resting on the appellant

·Recommended approach is to participate actively in the 

consultative process at the earliest possible stage.

·Also recommended to focus on mitigative factors and 

alternatives that will attain the best solution for local 

municipal interests



Public Safety and Protection of Property

·MNR will continue to operate dams during 

construction 

ƁIn accordance with the Muskoka River Water Management 

Plan (MRWMP)

·Transport Canada okayôs alternative canoe access 

sites.

ƁBala Wharf / Divers Point / Portage Street Dock

·Township proposes a short breakwall at south end of 

wharf

·Diving will not be allowed in the ñsecuredò yellow area

·Township inquires about warning protocol when 

starting up the plant



Public Safety and Protection of Property

·Continued concerns re North Channel velocities at Wharf and 

Coffer Dam: 

Ɓ Swimmers/inexperienced boaters (tourists) / canoeists 

falling into water

Ɓ Present configuration results in channel velocities greater 

than 0.6 m/s, being maximum approved by Transport 

Canada

Ɓ Larger intake channel may decrease velocities but result 

in greater encroachment of the cofferdam into the channel 

and greater potential for upstream flooding and extended 

construction time, particularly if winter melt.

Ɓ Establish a contingency plan for emergency removal of 

cofferdam

Ɓ Confirm contractors insurance for any property damage



Velocities in the North Channel



Upstream Post Development Conditions 

Power Flow ðBypass Flow



Areas Restricted During Operation


